
Natural Resources Building 
1111 Washington St SE 
Olympia WA 98501 
 
PO Box 40917 
Olympia WA 98504-0917 

 
 
 
 

 
STATE OF WASHINGTON 

 

(360) 902-3000
TTY: (360) 902-1996
Fax: (360) 902-3026

E-mail: Info@rco.wa.gov
Web site: www.rco.wa.gov

RECREATION AND CONSERVATION OFFICE 
 
 
 

Recreation and Conservation Funding Board • Salmon Recovery Funding Board • Washington Biodiversity Council 
Washington Invasive Species Council • Forum on Monitoring Salmon Recovery and Watershed Health 

 

March 2008  
 
 
Item #9: Washington Wildlife and Recreation Program 

Farmland Preservation Grants Awarded 
 

Prepared By:   Marguerite Austin 

Presented By: Marguerite Austin 

Approved by the 
Director: 

 

  
 
Proposed Action: Decision 

Summary 
Recreation and Conservation Office (RCO) staff request approval of funding for 
Washington Wildlife and Recreation Program (WWRP), Farmland Preservation projects. 
As required by statute, the ranked list of projects was submitted to the Governor and 
included as part of the 2009 Supplemental Capital Budget request to the legislature. 
The legislature approved $100 million for the program in the 2007-2009 budget. Most of 
the funds have been distributed, but $4.7 million remains in the Farmland Preservation 
account. Staff is requesting final funding approval for projects evaluated during the 2007 
grants cycle. 
 

Staff Recommendation 
Staff recommends approval of funding for the ranked list of projects as shown in Table 
1, Washington Wildlife and Recreation Program - Farmland Preservation, State Fiscal 
Year 2009. The Recreation and Conservation Funding Board (Board) adopted this list of 
projects on November 1, 2007 and was submitted to the Legislature for approval in 
Legislative Evaluation and Accountability Program (LEAP) Capital Document No. 2008.  
  
Resolution #2008-013 is provided for Board consideration. 
 

Background 
In 2005, the Legislature added farmland preservation as an eligible account and 
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category within WWRP. The primary focus of farmland preservation is to acquire 
development rights on farmland in Washington and ensure the land remains available 
for agricultural practices. A secondary goal is to enhance or restore ecological functions 
on farmland. To be eligible for consideration in this category, a project must include 
purchase of property interest, and applicants must provide at least 50 percent match. 
 
Recommend List 
Each biennium, the Legislature appropriates funds in the capital budget for WWRP and 
approves the ranked list of projects submitted by the Board. The project list shows 
which projects likely would be funded, and is attached to the budget as a LEAP capital 
document. The Legislature approves only the list of projects, not the dollar amounts 
associated with each project. After the Governor signs the capital budget, the Board 
must set the funding levels for specific projects, including which alternates will remain 
eligible for funding. 
 
Funds Available 
As part of the 2007-2009 State Capital Budget, the Legislature approved $100 million 
for the WWRP. The portion given to the Farmland Preservation account for grants to 
cities and counties was $8.73 million.  
 
The first grant cycle occurred in 2006 (for funding in 2007). The Board funded ten 
projects requesting $4 million; this action left an unspent balance of $4.7 million. A 
proviso in the budget gave the Board authority to (1) provide grants to assist counties 
with the development of farmland preservation strategies and (2) conduct a second 
grants cycle in 2007.  
 
2007 Grants Cycle 
Farmland preservation grant applications were accepted until May 1, 2007. The 
Farmland Preservation Advisory Committee reviewed, evaluated, and ranked the 
projects, and the Board adopted the ranked list. The list was sent to the Governor on 
November 1, 2007, as required by statute. The Governor included the list in the 
supplemental budget request as LEAP Capital Document No. 2008-1. The legislature 
has approved the list. 
  

Analysis 
The final list submitted for approval incorporates statutory requirements, approved 
budget provisos, and established policies. Washington Administrative Code 286 
requires applicants to certify the availability of matching resources at least 30 days 
before final funding approval. Several of the projects submitted for fund consideration 
identified grants from the National Resource Conservation Service (NRCS) as match for 
their WWRP projects. Unfortunately, NRCS recently announced that they will not offer 
grants this year. Some applicants were able to identify alternate sources of match; 
others are looking for other match options. 
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If an applicant is unable to certify match by the deadline, the RCO director has authority 
to extend the certification deadline to allow applicants additional time to secure match. 
In keeping with established Board policies for other WWRP programs, staff 
recommends approval of a 180-day extension to allow applicants time to secure match. 
If they are successful, they will remain on the list as eligible alternates. 
 
The RCO will encourage applicants without a secured match to resubmit their proposals 
for consideration during the next grant round. Since applicants have until 2009 to 
secure a match for projects submitted in 2008, they may be successful with an NRCS 
grant or other funds before the deadline.  
 

Next Steps 
If the Board approves funding for these projects, RCO staff will ensure funded 
applicants complete post approval requirements (e.g., submittal of milestones, 
preliminary title information, etc.), execute project agreements, and begin to monitor 
project progress.  
 

Attachments 
Resolution #2008-013 
Table 1: Washington Wildlife and Recreation Program, Farmland Preservation, State 
Fiscal Year 2009 

 
 

  



 
 

RESOLUTION #2008-013 
Washington Wildlife and Recreation Program  

Funding for Farmland Preservation, State Fiscal Year 2009  
 
 
WHEREAS, the Recreation and Conservation Funding Board (Board) recommended a 
ranked list of eligible Washington Wildlife and Recreation Program projects to the 
Governor for inclusion in the 2008 Supplemental Capital Budget, and 
 
WHEREAS, the Governor submitted to the 2008 Legislature the complete list of Board 
recommended Farmland Preservation projects (state fiscal year 2009) for approval, and  
 
WHEREAS, the 2008 Legislature as part of Engrossed Substitute House Bill 2765 
(Supplemental Capital Budget) approved projects contained in LEAP Capital Document 
No. 2008-1, and 
 
WHEREAS, the 2007-2009 State Capital budget included $8.7 million for the Farmland 
Preservation Account of the Washington Wildlife and Recreation Program, and  
 
WHEREAS, $4.3 million remains available for farmland preservation projects, 
 
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Board hereby approves funding for the 
ranked list of projects depicted in Table 1: Washington Wildlife and Recreation Program 
Farmland Preservation, State Fiscal Year 2009, contingent on the Governor’s signing of 
ESHB2765, and 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Board authorizes the Director to execute the 
appropriate agreements for prompt implementation of these projects. 
 
 

Resolution moved by:  

Resolution seconded by:  

Adopted/Defeated/Deferred (underline one) 

Date:  March 27, 2008 
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