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Olympia, WA 98504-0917

August 31, 2006

TO: IAC Members & Designees

FROM: Laura Eckert Johnson, Director)—eﬁ

PREPARED Marguerite Austin, Manager

BY: Recreation & Habitat Section, Project Services Division
SUBJECT: Washington Wildlife and Recreation Program

Natural Areas Ranked List for Fiscal Year 2008
Notebook Iltem #7a

“Natural Areas means areas that have, to a significant degree, retained their natural
character and are important in preserving rare or vanishing flora, fauna, geological,
natural historical, or similar features of scientific or educational value.”

EVALUATION SUMMARY

Nine Natural Areas (NA) category projects requesting $14.3 million were evaluated on
August 7, 2006 in an open public meeting. Utilizing criteria adopted by IAC, a team of
eight evaluators reviewed and ranked the NA projects. The team, comprised of
individuals recognized for their expertise, experience, and knowledge related to habitat
protection, included:

EVALUATOR DISCIPLINE

Carey Smith, Pacific Coast Joint Venture, Vancouver Natural Resource Mgmt
David Giblin, University of Washington, Seattle Herbarium Collections Mgr
Deb Petersen, State Parks and Recreation, Olympia Environmental Specialist
Elizabeth Rodrick, Department of Fish and Wildlife, Olympia | Wildlife Biologist

George Boggs, Whatcom Conservation District, Lynden Natural Resource Mgmt
John Floberg, The Nature Conservancy, Seattle Ecologist

Kathy O’Halloran, USFS Olympic National Forest, Olympia Natural Resources Specialist
Pene Speaks, Department of Natural Resources, Olympia Botanical/Wetland Scientist

! Chapter 79A.15.010(6), Acquisition of Habitat Conservation and Outdoor Recreation Lands
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The results of the evaluations, provided for IAC Board consideration, are found in
Table 1 — WWRP, Natural Areas Ranked List of Projects, Fiscal Year 2008.

NATURAL AREAS CATEGORY

NA category projects protect high quality, representative native ecosystems, or unique
plant or animal communities. Species protected on these habitats are often classified
as federal and state endangered, threatened, or sensitive. Rare geological features or
features of scientific or education values are also considered.

Other factors related to this category are:

» Acquisition of fee simple title or lesser interests in sites that have retained their
" natural characteristics.
» These habitats must be managed prlmarlly for resource preservation.
» Public use may be excluded if needed to protect the natural characteristics of
these sites.
*  Where appropriate, limited development of public use facilities is allowed.
» This category is open to state? agency applicants only.

The NA category of the Habltat Conservation Account is eligible to receive 30% of the
WWRP funds in the account.?

RECOMMENDATION

After reviewing the results of the scoring and ranking of projects, and considering
comments from evaluators and applicants, staff recommends approval of the ranked list
of projects as shown in Table 1. Table 1 also shows staff's recommendation for the list
of projects to be forwarded to the Governor and Legislature. In keeping with IAC
guidelines, this list includes enough projects to use the statutory amount set aside for
this category and alternates. ‘Resolution #2006-27 is provided for Board consideration.

ATTACHMENTS

Resolution #2006-27

Table 1 — WWRP, Natural Areas Ranked List of Projects, FY2008
State Map for Natural Areas Category projects

NA Evaluation Criteria Summary

NA Project Evaluation Scoring Summary

NA Project Summaries

These attachments include a map that shows the location of each project, a summary of
the composite scores for each project, and a synopsis of each project proposal.

2 State agencies mean the State Parks and Recreation Commission, the Department of Natural
Resources the Department of General Administration, and the Department of Fish and Wildlife.
% Chapter 79A.15.040(1)(b) RCW



RESOLUTION #2006-27
Washington Wildlife and Recreation Program
Natural Areas Category - Fiscal Year 2008
Ranked List of Projects

WHEREAS, for fiscal year 2008 of the 2007-2009 biennium, nine Natural Areas
category projects are eligible for funding from the Habitat Conservation Account of the
Washington Wildlife and Recreation Program, and

WHEREAS, these nine Natural Areas category projects were evaluated using
evaluation criteria approved by IAC Board Members, and

WHEREAS, these evaluations occurred in an open public meeting, and

WHEREAS, all nine Natural Areas category projects meet program requirements as
stipulated in IAC Manual #10b, Washington Wildlife and Recreation Program — Habitat
Conservation and Riparian Protection Accounts: Policies and Project Selection,

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that IAC hereby approves the ranked list of
projects depicted in Table 1 — WWRP, Natural Areas Ranked List of Projects, FY2008
(2006-27), and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that IAC hereby recommends to the Governor the ranked
list of Natural Areas category projects for further consideration.

Resolution moved by:

Resolution seconded by:

Adopted/Defeated/Deferred (underline one)

Date: September 21, 2006
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Washington Wildlife & Recreation Program

Evaluation Criteria
Natural Areas Category
(State Agencies)

“Natural Areas means areas that have, to a significant degree, retained their
natural character and are important in preserving rare or vanishing flora, fauna,
geological, natural historical, or similar features of scientific or educational
value.” RCW 79A.15.010 ' '

WWRP - Natural Areas Evaluation Summary

Criteria Evaluation Elements : Possible
Points
Projec? e Locate the project on statewide, vicinity, and site maps Not scored
Introduction e Brief summary of the project (goals and objective(s)
statement)
Ecological and | ¢ The bigger picture 20
Biological . C .
Characteristics | ® Uniquenessi/significance of the site
e Species and/or communities
e Quality of Habitat / Natural Features
Speciesand | e Threat to species/communities 10
- Communities e
with Special . lmportance‘ of acquisitions
Status e Ecological roles
¢ Taxonomic distinctness
Manageability | ¢ Immediacy of threat to the site 15
and Viability | Long-term viability
o Enhancement of existing protected land
¢ On-going stewardship
Public Benefit | e Project support S
‘ e Educational and/or scientific value |
Total Points Possible 50




WWRP Scoring Criteria

Natural Areas Category

Ecological/Biological Characteristics. Why is the site worthy of long-
term conservation? RCW 79A.15.060 (6)(a)iii, v - vil, xi, xiv); (6)(b)(ii)

Species and/or Communities with Special Status. What is the significance of
each species or community listed on your species and communities status
table? | RCW 79A.15.060 (6)(a)(iv, ix, xiii,)

Manageability and Viability. What is the likelihood of the site remaining
viable over the long term and why is it important to secure it now?
RCW 79A.15.060 (6)(a)(ii, iv, viii, x)

Public Benefit. To what degree do communities, governments, landowners,
constituent groups, or academia benefit from or support the project?

RCW 79A.15.060 (6)(a)(i, xii)
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Intemgency

Committee for Washington Wildlife and
|][|T|]|]|]H Recreation Program
HEEHEHHUN | Natural Areas

State Fiscal Year 2008 Projects, In Ranked Order

Natural Resources Dept of $1,315,755 $0 $1,315,755
Lacamas Prairie Natural Area 2006

Located north of Vancouver, in the Puget Trough/Willamette Valley ecoregion, this
Willamete Valley wet prairie represents the only example of its size and quality in
Washington. These ecosystems, which are considered priority 1 plant communities, are
seriously threatened by habitat destruction and degradation in one of the most rapidly
urbanizing counties in the state.

These priority parcels support the second largest of 20 known populations of Bradshaw's
Lomatium, a globally critically imperiled, federally-listed endangered plant species. It also
contains habitat for five state sensitive plant species and one rare animal species, the
Slender-billed White Breasted Nuthatch. These proposed acquisitions would constitute the
first phase of a multi-phased and multi-agency effort to protect a larger area of wet prairie
and oak woodland. Other partners in the effort to protect these rare communities and
species include the Columbia Land Trust, Washington Nature Conservancy, U. S. Fish
and Wildlife Service and Clark County. This grant is from the Washington Wildlife and
Recreation Program Natural Areas. (06-1831A-FY08)

Natural Resources Dept of $1,811,040 $0 $1,811,040
Klickitat Canyon NRCA 2006

This project involves the proposed acquisition of 919 acres of land surrounding the 470
acre Klickitat Canyon Natural Resources Conservation Area. The project area contains
habitat for Sandhill cranes, five rare plant populations and habitat for Mardon skipper
butterflies. The most important goal of this project is protecting habitat for the rare species
found at this site. This is one of only three nesting, foraging and fledging habitats in
Washington for the State Endangered Sandhill crane, and provides a vital link between
similar habitat on Yakama Indian Nation lands and Conboy Lake National Wildlife Refuge.
The area utilized by the cranes includes a wetland/dry meadow complex and is located
approximately 2 miles behind a locked gate. This helps to protect the viability of the
project. The site also provides unique wet meadow and talus habitats for five rare plant
species.

In addition to habitat for Sandhill cranes and the rare plant populations, Mardon skipper
butterflies have also been found in the project area.

The land acquisitions proposed here will protect the various habitats, provide opportunities
for restoration that will improve habitat on lands already in NRCA status and add rare plant
populations to the site. The proposed acquisition includes land owned by DNR in Trust
status, and privately owned parcels. All landowners within the project area have been
involved in the process of delineating areas targeted for acquisition. This grant is from the
Washington Wildlife and Recreation Program Natural Areas. (06-1841A-FY08)

Washington Wildlife and Recreation Program — Natural Areas
State Fiscal Year 2008
-1-



Natural Resources Dept of $1,257,952 - $0 $1,257,952
Methow Rapids NAP 2006

Recent inventories have documented that over one-half of the state's shrub-steppe habitat
has been lost and that much of the remaining shrub-steppe has been degraded. There is
a well-documented urgent need for protection of intact shrub-steppe habitat in Washington,
and in particular for locating and protecting the remaining excellent examples.

Methow Rapids Natural Area Preserve (NAP), located along the Columbia River in
southwestern Okanogan County, supports outstanding examples of two shrub-steppe
communities that are among the least-protected and most limited in extent within the state:
smooth sumac/bluebunch wheatgrass and antelope bitterbrush/bluebunch wheatgrass.
Historically, these communities were most extensive in the Okanogan Valley and along
portions of the Snake and Columbia Rivers. Intact examples of these communities are
now very limited due to historic overgrazing, as well as expanding agricultural and
residential development. This project seeks to substantially expand the existing NAP to
include additional areas of these plant communities, which are classified by the Natural
Heritage Program as Priority 1 and Priority 2, respectively. This will add significantly to the
statewide protection of these communities, enhance the long-term viability of the site, and
provide a protected habitat connection to the Columbia River. This grant is from the
Washington Wildlife and Recreation Program Natural Areas. (06-1829A-FY08)

Natural Resources Dept of $1,878,187 $0 $1,878,187
Washougal Oaks NAP/NRCA 2006

This proposal is for acquisition of privately owned properties located east of Washougal at
the western edge of the Columbia River Gorge in Clark County. It is part of a larger area
that encompasses the largest high-quality native oak woodland remaining in western
Washington.

This type of ecosystem is of major conservation concern due to historic losses and
ongoing degradation. In addition, a fish-bearing stream inside a steep forested ravine runs
through the heart of the site. The site supports two state sensitive plant species, and two
rare or threatened animal species: Slender-billed Nuthatch, and Lower Columbia
Steelhead. The proposed combination of Natural Resource Conservation Area and
Natural Area Preserve will complement existing conservation work within the project area
by DNR's partners, which include the U.S. Fish and Wildlife. Service (Steigerwald National
Wildlife Refuge), U.S. Forest Service (Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area), and
the Columbia Land Trust. These acquisitions are part of a multi-phased project with the
long-term objective of protecting the oak woodland and associated species from future
residential development, other incompatible uses, and exotic plant species. This grant is
from the Washington Wildlife and Recreation Program Natural Areas. (06-1812A-FY08)

Natural Resources Dept of $715,785 $0 $715,785
Selah Cliffs NAP 2006

This project in Yakima County is part of a continued effort to acquire lands within the
approved boundary of Selah Cliffs Natural Area Preserve, which provides protection for
one of the largest populations of the basalt daisy, a candidate for listing under the federal
Endangered Species Act. The basalt daisy's global distribution is limited to the southern
half of the Yakima River Canyon and the adjacent Selah Creek Canyon. The existing NAP
encompasses more than 75% of this population. This project will add to the proportion of

Washington Wildlife and Recreation Program — Natural Areas
State Fiscal Year 2008
-2-



the population that is protected, it will improve DNR's access to the site, and it will enhance
DNR's ability to manage the site for its ecological values. The remaining portion of the
basalt daisy population is on the adjacent Yakima Training Center, managed by the U.S.
Department of Defense, Fort Lewis. The cliffs within the project area are identified as a
priority habitat by the WA Department of Fish and Wildlife and are known to be used by
Prairie Falcons and Golden Eagles. This grant is from the Washington Wildlife and
Recreation Program Natural Areas. (06-1827A-FY08) :

Natural Resources Dept of $896,070 $0 $896,070
Elk River NRCA 2006

Through land acquisitions within the Elk River Natural Resources Conservation Area
(NRCA) boundary, the state will protect the critical components of its largest, most diverse
and highest quality estuary. The Elk River estuarine system contains seven Wetland and
Aquatic Ecosystem Elements: 1) transition zone wetland, 2) silty low salinity, low marsh, 3)
mudflat, 4) silty, moderate salinity, low marsh, 5) moderate salinity, high marsh, 6) low
salinity, high marsh, 7) muddy channel/slough. These are listed as priority elements in the
state's Natural Heritage Plan.

As part of the Pacific Flyway, Elk River also provides an important stopover for shorebirds
and waterfowl. The quality of the Elk River estuary is currently threatened by logging,
encroaching development and the invasion of exotic species. This acquisition project will
help protect the estuary from these incompatible activities, while providing opportunities for
more comprehensive management of invasive species already threatening Grays

Harbor.This grant is from the Washington Wildlife and Recreation Program Natural Areas.
(06-1824A-FY08) .

Natural Resources Dept of $4,030,600 $0 $4,030,600
Bald Hill NRCA 2006

Bald Hill hosts fourteen high priority elements; seven plant associations, three animals,
and four plants. This project would purchase 1280 acres for a proposed Bald Hill Natural
Resource Conservation Area (NRCA) to be added to the Bald Hill Natural Area Preserve
(NAP).

Bald Hill has the best occurrence in the state of white oak/sedge-camas woodland
association, a globally critically imperiled element. The oaks fringe herb dominated balds
and grassland communities, forming one of the largest bald complexes in Washington.
The communities are in relatively good condition and support a range of plant and animal
species. Bald Hill also has important occurrences of low elevation freshwater wetland and
Douglas-fir /madrone honeysuckle forest. The population of Taylor's checkerspot is of
global importance. It is one of few that appears to be stable. It may be a metapopulation
with several semi-independent subpopulations. The site encompasses all known
subpopulations, greatly increasing the chance of survival. Peregrine falcon eyries are
vulnerable to disturbance, but at current levels of activity, this eyrie is relatively secure.
Rare plants include small-flowered trillium, common bluecup, Nutall's quillwort, and one of
two known Washington populations of California sword-fern. This project would improve
manageability and long term viability of the site. The threat of direct destruction will be
removed. Buffers will be improved, and a broader range of management will be available.

This grant is from the Washington Wildlife and Recreation Program Natural Areas. (0s-
1842A-FY08)

Washington Wildlife and Recreation Program — Natural Areas
State Fiscal Year 2008
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Natural Resources Dept of $713,895 $0 $713,895
Chehalis River Surge Plain NAP 2006

This proposal is for acquisition of important properties within the ecological core of an
existing Natural Area Preserve. The Chehalis River Surge Plain NAP protects a diverse
complex of estuarine and riverine wetland communities. It represents a unique opportunity
for protection of a large intact ecosystem with natural hydrologic functions.

The properties proposed for acquisition include critical parts of Preacher's and Blue
sloughs, sinuous tidally influenced waterways that wind through the heart of the surge
plain. Sloughs such as this provide important off-channel habitat for juvenile salmonids
during their adjustment to marine conditions. Habitat for other fish including the Olympic
mud minnow is also protected within the wetland. Most of the site is Sitka spruce
dominated forested wetland. Within the surge plain, nesting, roosting and foraging habitat
is protected for eagles, osprey, great blue heron, waterfowl, shorebirds, and neo-tropical
migrant species. Animal species which inhabit the subject properties include bear, river
otter, raccoon, beaver, muskrat, and other mammals. Acquisition of these properties will be
a significant contribution toward completion of the preserve, which has been recognized as
a national priority for protection. This grant is from the Washington Wildlife and Recreation
Program Natural Areas. (06-1737A-FY08) ‘

Natural Resources Dept of $1,715,857 $0 $1,715,857
Cypress Island Natural Area 2006 ’

This proposal in Skagit County is for acquisition of privately owned waterfront properties on
Cypress Island, which could be converted to incompatible and/or ecologically irreversible
uses. Nearly 93% of the island is owned and managed by DNR as the Cypress Island
Natural Area Preserve (NAP) and Natural Resource Conservation Area (NRCA). Cypress
Island NAP/NRCA is a unique natural area due to its large size, ecological diversity and
level of existing protection. Cypress Island has no infrastructure or ferry service, and
limited development, all which help increase protection. The natural area provides
opportunities for directed public use and environmental education, while protecting critical
habitat and rare plant communities.

Cypress Island remains a phased land acquisition project because of the high values for
the remaining private properties. It is necessary to secure additional funding in order to
actively pursue acquisition of selected remaining lands. The threat of conversion is high
due to continuously rising property values in the San Juan Islands and the attractiveness of
Cypress Island for vacation homes and resort facilities. This grant is from the Washington
Wildlife and Recreation Program Natural Areas. (06-1820A-FY08)

Washington Wildlife and Recreation Program — Natural Areas
State Fiscal Year 2008
-4-
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