
Ecology’s Coastal 
Wetlands Preservation 

Program

Pass-through grants to NGOs, 
Tribes, and Local governments



National Coastal Wetland Grants
U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service

$1,000,000 maximum grant

25% non‐federal match required

Nationally competitive program

Ranking by USFWS biologists

~$17,000,000 available annually

Eligible lands include estuarine ecosystems, connected freshwater 
wetlands, river mouths affected by tides, dunes, nearshore islands 

Eligible applicants are NGOs, Tribes, Local governments, State resource 
agencies

In Washington, grants can be applied for through Ecology, DFW, DNR 
and State Parks



Ecology’s FFY2012 Projects

Big Quilcene River, Jefferson County
Crockett Lake, Island County
Indian Point, Island County
North Bay/Coulter Creek, Mason County

Smuggler’s Slough III, Whatcom County

Snow Creek, Jefferson County
Triangle Cove, Island County



Big Quilcene

• Jefferson County
•Hood Canal
• 19 acres
•Acquisition and 
restoration

•Hood Canal Salmon 
Enhancement Group

•$900,000 grant; 
$1,227,287 total cost



Big Quilcene



Crockett Lake

• Island County
•Admiralty Inlet
•463 acres
•Wetland ecosystem & 
open water

•Acquisition 
•Whidbey Camano 
Land Trust

•$1,000,000 grant; 
$1,465,000 total cost



Crockett Lake



Indian Point

• Island County
•Admiralty Inlet
•69 acres
•Tidelands, feeder bluff, 
forested wetland, 
upland forest, 2450 feet 
of shoreline

•Acquisition
•Whidbey Camano 
Land Trust

•$625,000  grant; 
$900,000 total cost



Indian Point



North Bay/Coulter 
Creek
•Mason County
•Puget Sound
•50 acres
•Salt marsh, creeks, 
marine forest, 2,500 
feet of shoreline

•Acquisition
•Mason County
•$585,000  grant; 
$1,041,000 total cost



Coulter Creek/North Bay



Smuggler’s Slough 
Phase III

•Whatcom County
•Strait of Georgia, Lummi 
& Bellingham bays

• 101 acres
•Palustrine emergent 
wetland, salt marsh, 
forested wetland

•Acquisition & restoration
•Lummi Indian Nation
•$803,804 grant; 
$1,528,804 total cost



Smuggler’s Slough 
Phase III



Snow Creek 
Restoration

• Jefferson County
•Puget Sound
•20 acres
•Salt marsh and marine 
intertidal wetlands

•Restoration
•North Olympic Salmon 
Coalition

•$811,479 grant; 
$1,176,056 total cost



Snow Creek



Triangle Cove

• Island County
•Puget Sound
•224 acres
•Pocket estuary
•Acquisition
•Stillaguamish Tribe
•$1,000,000 grant; 
$2,120,000 total cost



Triangle Cove



Ecology’s Awards FFY2010/2011

Drayton Harbor Estuary, Whatcom County

Tarboo/Dabob Bay, Jefferson County

Central Willapa Bay, Pacific County

Smuggler’s Slough Phase II, Whatcom County

Totten Inlet, Thurston County

Stanley Point, Pacific County

Island & Loomis Lakes, Pacific County

Quilcene/Donovan Creek, Jefferson County



Process

Applications submitted to US Fish & 
Wildlife Service—June every year

Nationwide ranking meeting—October 
every year

Notification—December every year



CELCP (Coastal and 
Estuarine Land 
Conservation Program)

NOAA--Ecology Applications for 
pass-through monies



Coastal & Estuarine Land Conservation Program
NOAA

$3,000,000 maximum grant amount

50% non‐federal match required

Annual, nationally competitive program

Acquisitions only

Ranking by NOAA staff

Budget is dependent on Congressional funding—FFY 2010 $20,000,000; 
FFY 2011 $10,000,000;  FFY 2012 ~ $3,000,000

Eligible lands are estuarine ecosystems  as defined in WA State’s CELCP Plan

Eligible applicants: local governments, DFW, DNR, State Parks, Padilla Bay, Tribes

All WA State grants must be applied for through Ecology; up to 3 grants per year 



Ecology’s FFY2012 Applications

Dabob Bay Phase II, Jefferson County
Beaconsfield‐on‐the‐Sound, King County
Port Gamble, Kitsap County



Ecology’s FFY 2012 CELCP Award

Dabob Bay, Jefferson County



Dabob Bay Phase II

• Jefferson County
•Puget Sound
•735 acres
•Shoreline bluffs, 
tidelands, streams

•Acquisition
•Department of Natural 
Resources – Natural 
Area Preserve

•~$2,500,000 grant; 
$5,400,000 total cost



CELCP Process

Applications due to NOAA in April every year

National ranking—late summer

Appropriation from Congress—spring of following year

Funding available in July
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